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1.  My Theatre 
 
Filmmaker: Kazuya Ashizawa 
Fukushima, Japan 
Time: 19:45 
 
Overview 
“My Theatre” offers a nostalgic look at the love of film 
and the effect this has on young and old alike. The 
story follows the passion of a Japanese man who 
reopens his theatre after closing it 55 years ago. At 
81 years old, Shuki shows no signs of slowing down. 
He passion is to proclaim “I will never let it go!” 
 
Director Biography 
Kazuya Ashizawa is a filmmaker living in Fukushima. 
He was born and grew up in Fukushima. He 
continuously films people who are close to him even 
after the 2011 disaster of “Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 
Power Station”. 
 
Director Statement 
I’m shooting people close to me.  It is my great 
pleasure to let you know the current Fukushima 
(Japan) through my film. 
 
2. Tiffany 
 
Filmmaker: Christina Christie 
Orlando, Florida 
Time: 6:15 
 
Overview 
While packing away her deceased grandmother’s 
affairs, Pauline discovers that one of their stained 
glass sculptures comes to life.  As the lights in the 
house go out and their memories together begin to 
dim, Pauline realizes there is joy in celebrating the 
legacy of those who have been lost.  
 

Director Biography 
Christina Christie is a 3D artist and animator based in 
Orlando, Florida. She graduated Summa Cum Laude 
from the University of Central Florida with a 
bachelor’s degree in Character Animation. As of 
2019, she is credited with directing the short “Tiffany” 
as well as the initial story pitch for “Serpendipity”, 
both of which are currently in contention on the 
international film circuit and plans to bring her 
passion for narrative and animation into the industry.  
 
Director Statement 
When I originally came up with the idea that would 
evolve into Tiffany, it was after visiting a local 
stained-glass museum in Winter Park, Florida. I had 
enjoyed the exhibits but found it sad that none of the 
pieces were being illuminated by actual sunlight. That 
thought spun into the original pitch for the film. 
 
Essentially, Tiffany is about a piece of stained glass 
trying to step into the sun one last time before being 
packed away. As our team grew and ideas were 
developed, the story changed into what it is today. 
 
For two years, fourteen students at the University of 
Central Florida put in countless hours to bring this 
story to life. Every element seen on screen, from our 
beautiful characters to the smallest needle, was 
designed, painted and placed by our team. I hope 
you enjoy our film. 
 
3. Slaughter 
 
Filmmaker: Saman Hosseinpuor & Ako Zandkarimi 
Kurdistan, Iran 
Time: 13.19 
 
Overview 
‘Slaughter’ is about a simple village family that owns 
only one cow. With a harsh winter coming, and no 

 



 

way to support his family, Ghasem is forced to sell 
the cow. Saddened by this decision, Ghasem's son 
lets the cow go free to prevent its doomed destiny. 
It's an all too real and raw story of survival in a place 
where everyone is desperate to live one more day. 
 
Director Biography 
Saman Hosseinpuor was born in Saqez, Kurdistan, 
Iran. He started Filmmaking in 2008. He also 
volunteers as a journalist for journals such as 
Hamshahri (Hafte Name Docharkhe) and won 
several National Awards as a writer. He directed his 
first professional film "1-0" when he was at the 
university which was accepted in several international 
and national festivals. 
 
4. Panic Attack 
 
Filmmaker: Eileen O'Meara 
West Hollywood, United States of America 
Time: 3:07 
 
Overview 
Do you ever wonder "did I leave the coffee on?" or 
"am I pregnant with a devil-baby?” This hand-drawn 
animation explores anxiety, obsession, and one 
woman’s slippery hold on reality.  
 
Director Biography 
Eileen O'Meara is an American artist known for her 
hand-drawn films “Agnes Escapes from the Nursing 
Home” and “That Strange Person”. She received the 
National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship and 
Women in Film Foundation’s Hollywood Film & Video 
Grants. 
 
She has produced and directed commercial animated 
spots for clients including Warner Home Video, 
Motown, HBO, and WEA Latina.  
 
Director Statement 
“Panic Attack!” is a hand-drawn animation from the 
point of view of a woman having a panic attack. I 
wanted the transitions between reality and her 
imagined fears to be seamless, so there are no edits 
-- it is one continually transforming drawing.  
 

5. Because of a Little Apple 
 
Filmmaker: Pavel Roganov 
Saint-Petersburg, Russian Federation 
Time: 13:54 
 
Overview 
A young man proposes to his girlfriend and in a merry 
mood, shoplifts a bottle of cognac. Unaware of 
surveillance cameras, the young couple draws the ire 
of the shop manager, who sees an opportunity to ruin 
the mood. The resulting confrontation forces the 
young couple to reevaluate their relationship. 
 
Director Biography 
Ksenia Roganova is a Russian Filmmaker known for 
her student film “Because of a Little Apple”. In 2014 
she graduated from the St. Petersburg State 
University of Art and Culture (workshop of Alexander 
Kiselyov.) with a specialization in film.  “Because of a 
Little Apple” is a film based on the short story 
“Because of Little Apples” by A. Chekhov.  
 
Director Statement 
Of course, we must remember the commandment 
'Thou shalt not steal'. But we must also remember 
that life can change at any second.  
 
Even if the person stumbled, he has a chance to fix 
everything. But if he continues to make mistakes, 
bending under the weight of circumstances, he can 
go deeper and deeper. 
 
6. Cymatics: Science vs. Music 
 
Filmmaker: Daud Shahir 
Music by: Nigel Stanford 
New York, New York, United States of America 
Time: 5:20 
 
Overview 
'Cymatics' is the science of visualizing audio 
frequencies. All of the experiments are real. The most 
unusual part of making Cymatics was the fact that the 
music was written after the video was filmed.  
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Musician’s Statement 
In 1999 I watched a documentary on 'Synesthesia' - a 
disorder that effects the audio and visual functions of 
the brain. People with the disorder hear a sound 
when they see bright colors, or see a color when they 
hear various sounds. I don't have it (I don't think), but 
I have always felt that bass frequencies are red, and 
treble frequencies are white. 
 
This got me thinking that it would be cool to make a 
music video where every time a sound plays, you see 
a corresponding visual element. Many years later, I 
saw some videos about Cymatics - the science of 
visualizing audio frequencies, and the idea for the 
video was born. 
 

*** INTERMISSION *** 
 

7. BYOH: Bring Your Own Hitman 
 
Filmmaker: Caitlin Lish 
United States of America 
Time: 8:19 
 
Overview 
Oliver, a young man in his mid twenties whose life is 
a total mess and who is despondent about his state, 
hires a hitman from Craigslist so he can be 
murdered. However, the hitman shows up a bit early, 
mid binge watch, which leads to a very interesting 
(and surprisingly helpful) conversation. While talking 
through his issues the hitman meets an unexpected 
fate. 

8. Don’t Think of a Pink Elephant 
 
Filmmaker: Suraya Raja 
Beaconsfield, United Kingdom 
Time: 7:20 
 
Overview 
We’ve all had thoughts of what might happen should 
we jump from a high place, drop the baby, or stab 
someone with a fork. Usually we can dismiss them 
without a care – but what if we couldn’t? 
 

Don’t Think of a Pink Elephant enters the world of a 
teenage girl fighting daily against compulsive 
thoughts and urges. Layla is terrified by her potential 
to do harm, until challenged to face her darkest fears. 
 
 
 
Director Biography 
Suraya Raja is an animator and director, and a 
graduate of the National Film and Television School, 
where she completed an MA in Animation Direction. 
Her films tell stories of the absurdity of human 
behaviour, the internal and the tragicomic, influenced 
by her previous work in psychology and social issues, 
and also by her day-to-day observations of human 
behaviour. www.surayaraja.com 
 
Director Statement 
I get a lot of inspiration from my observation of 
people, and am really interested in how we think and 
behave. I have an interest in stories, which inhabit 
the internal, mental    health, perception and the 
comedy of human behaviour and interaction. Often 
my ideas come from social interactions in the 
mundanity of every-day life, and sometimes from my 
background of working in homelessness, psychology, 
substance use and offending. 
 
I am drawn to creating characters that come across 
as weird or unpleasant, and shifting the perspective 
as we start to recognise ourselves in them.  I wanted 
to make a film about a character’s experience of a 
mental health issue, without it being explicitly about a 
mental health issue, a story that people could engage 
with as a story. It couldn’t be educational or preachy, 
and needed to have a humorous edge, without being 
condescending. 
 
I chose to make a story of a girl who experiences 
puro OCD, a form of OCD that is less known about. 
Intrusive thoughts, generally unspoken of, are 
something we all experience. My intention was to 
present these thoughts, often bizarre, taboo and 
funny, in a way that we can relate to, and to then 
reveal the more serious and distressing nature of the 
problem for Layla. 
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Layla learns that facing your fears is a way to 
overcome them. Through avoidance techniques, 
Layla has learnt to ‘get by’ in day-to-day life, until 
suddenly she is confronted with her darkest fears. 
 
9. The Pianist of Yarmouk 
 
Filmmaker: Vikram Ahluwalia 
London, United Kingdom 
Time: 12:45 
 
Overview 
The real-life story of Aeham Ahmad: a 
classically-trained musician attempting to escape the 
war in Syria. Aeham rose to international prominence 
in 2014, after being filmed singing songs of peace 
amid the rubble of his beloved hometown of Yarmouk 
– a besieged Palestinian refugee camp on the 
outskirts of Damascus, Syria. 
 
Surrounded by war, starvation and displacement, he 
sought to bring hope to the children of Yarmouk, and 
spread a message of friendship to the outside world. 
When invading fighters threatened his life, Aeham 
was forced to flee with his wife and children, 
embarking on a perilous voyage across land and sea. 
 
This 13-minute debut documentary film by 
producer/director Vikram Ahluwalia combines 
animation, original music and interview, with 
performance and archive footage, to share Aeham’s 
remarkable journey. 
 
Director Biography 
Vikram Ahluwalia (producer/director) works in the 
NGO sector producing campaigns and events in 
support of human rights and humanitarian causes. 
He has curated major projects for Amnesty 
International, The Guardian and International Alert as 
well as a range of grassroots organisations. This is 
his first film. 
 
10. The Hospital Corridor 
 
Filmmaker: Mohammed Farhad Shahi 
Rome, Italy 
Time: 16:03 

 
Overview 
This film is inspired from “The Hospital Window”. 
 
Maisha and Arnab are both blind and recovering in a 
hospital. Arnab always crafts stories to tell Maisha as 
they sit beside one of the hospital corridors. Arnab’s 
stories are vivid and poetic and Maisha doesn’t know 
that Arnab is blind. Maisha is amused by the poetic 
speech and conversation of Arnab. Arnab’s confident 
personality and appealing voice impress her. Arnab 
use his power of imagination to tell a story to Maisha, 
gradually Maisha also gains the power of 
imagination. One day after Arnab is unknowingly 
released from hospital, Maisha finally learns to see.  
 
Director Biography 
Farhad Shahi is a young Bangladeshi film maker. He 
worked in Bangladesh as an assistant director with 
prominent Bangladeshi national award winner film 
maker Redoan Rony. He graduated from North South 
University, Bangladesh and completed his masters 
degree at Rome Business School.  After completing 
his masters from Rome Business School he started 
working with them as a media collaborator. Farhad 
did many online promotional, travel films and short 
films. He has now established a film production 
company in Rome, Italy called Cinema Hub 
Entertainment and plans to begin filming his first 
feature film next year.  
 
Director Statement 
I am committed to showing wonderful pictures for 
eyes and creating great feelings inside audience 
hearts. 
 
11.  Magic Play 
 
Filmmaker: Natasha Cánepa 
Savannnah, United States of America 
Time: 3:36 
 
Overview 
A shy boy wizard-in-training is forced into a play date 
with a witch girl who is unpredictable with her magic. 
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Director Biography 
Natasha Cánepa has been a native to Puerto Rico for 
twenty-one years and a Savannah local for four 
years. With an intense passion for drawing and a 
heart for telling stories, she pursued her education at 
Savannah College of Art and Design with her goal in 
earning a B.F.A in Animation in June 2018. Within the 
curriculum, she specialized in Character Animation 
with a focus on personalized acting and timing to 
make the scenes enjoyable to watch. 
 
Director Statement 
A project like this can be intimidating for numerous 
people but for me it was a challenge. A challenge to 
create a story audiences can connect with, craft a 
world from the ground up with attention to giving each 
place and character a different personality and 
animate the short almost by myself. With the help of 
a small yet talented crew of artists that believed in the 
success of the project as much as I did, we pushed 
forward with determination and stubbornness to bring 
the short to life so audiences can enjoy. Without their 
input, this would have never come to fruition. As an 
animator, director, collaborator and mentor, I hope 
that this story will bring joy to the three minutes of 
your time as much as it did for us with a year of 
production. 
 
12. Pezel RocTrip China 
 
Filmmakers: Guillaume Broust and Vlad Cellier 
Photography by Julien Nadiras & Bertrand Delapierre 
Paris, France 
Time: 23:28 
 
Overview 
Since 2002, Petzl has been organizing climber 
gatherings at exceptional spots around the world. 
Every year, the Petzl RocTrip provides an opportunity 
for climbers to come together to share their passion 
in a friendly and festive environment.  In October 
2011, more than 600 climbers gathered with the team 
for Petzl RocTrip China. All participants discovered 
and enjoyed more than 250 brand new pitches on 
unbelievable limestone especially prepared for the 
event. 
 

Among the highlights of the film, watch Dani 
Andrada's first ascent of the extremely difficult 7-pitch 
Corazon de Ensueno (8c/5.14b), a route he put up in 
2010 over the course of two trips to the area to 
prepare for the RocTrip. For this outstanding feat, 
Dani was awarded Climbing Magazine's prestigious 
Golden Piton. 
 
Other sequences include Steph Bodet and Arnaud 
Petit sending their project, Lost in Translation 
(8a+/5.13c), Gabriele Moroni's first ascent of Coup de 
Bambou (9a/5.14d), as well as other images of 
spectacular climbs up and down the valley. 
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